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VA awards 3 university contracts promoting community
engagement with national cemeteries 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has awarded three university contracts to
research and share local history through the diversity of Veterans’ experience found in VA national
cemeteries, officials announced Feb. 16.

“The award of these three contracts signifies the VA National Cemetery Administration’s (NCA)
dedication and commitment to providing enhanced memorialization and lasting tributes that commemorate
the service and sacrifice of Veterans,” said Interim Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs Ronald E. Walters.

NCA awarded three separate contracts to San Francisco State University, Black Hills State University
and University of Central Florida to conduct cemetery research and produce educational material for K-12
schools and the general public in an effort to promote community engagement with Veterans’ history.

VA awarded a total of $672,573 to San Francisco State University to develop material related to San
Francisco and Golden Gate national cemeteries; Black Hills State University for Black Hills National
Cemetery, Sicangu Akicita Owicahe Tribal Veterans Cemetery and Lakota Freedom Tribal Veterans
Cemetery; and University of Central Florida for Florida National Cemetery.  

The initial contracts are the first of many planned initiatives to engage educators, students, researchers
and the general public through NCA’s Veterans Legacy Program. For more information, visit: 
www.cem.va.gov/legacy.
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